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ENERGY POLICY WA 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [10.44 am]: I rise to inform the house of the 
intended establishment of a new energy sub-department within the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety, to be known as Energy Policy WA. This new agency will have discrete responsibility and accountability 
to address the significant and growing risks and complexities in the energy portfolio. It will report directly to me 
as the Minister for Energy.  
The Energy Transformation Taskforce, established in May 2019 to deliver the McGowan government’s energy 
transformation strategy, will continue to report to the Minister for Energy. The creation of the new energy agency 
will effectively involve transferring energy policy functions currently undertaken by the Department of Treasury, 
through the Public Utilities Office and the recently established energy transformation implementation unit, to 
a new sub-department of the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. This will also include the 
existing Coordinator of Energy role and functions transferring to the new sub-department. 
Energy Policy WA will form a separate agency under the Financial Management Act 2006, with its own budget 
appropriation and annual report to Parliament. This decision will strengthen the state government’s energy policy 
function and provide further support to the important program of work being pursued under the energy transformation 
strategy and wider policy initiatives to promote and maintain the security, reliability and affordability of energy 
supplies across the state. The location of this new sub-department will also strengthen synergies between upstream 
and downstream energy policy development activities, and between the statutory functions of the Coordinator of 
Energy and Director of Energy Safety—both being established under the Energy Coordination Act 1994.  
Energy Policy WA is intended to take operational effect from 5 September 2019, allowing time for the transfer of 
appropriation funding following passage of the 2019–20 appropriation bills through Parliament. 
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